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1. "Our knowledge of port conditions in Gdansk and Gdynis dstes throvg |
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' Port Divisions
2, "The port of Gdansk is divided intos
a) Port Wislawy -~ The ¥ist port. Sugar and all viece puods oro
lozded there.
b) Port Rudo-Heglowy  pow also called 'Gorniczy - The port where coal
zud 1ron ore are loade
¢) Port Wolnoclowy - The free peort, Machinery is loaded and unlosded neve;
also all the shipments to China.
d) PAGED - Pert Drzewny - The timber harbor.
e) Kanal Kaszubski - The Kaeshubian Capsl. Metals » Wire, pipes ete are
loaded here. There are many warchouses along the canal,
3. "The Westerplatte basin serves naval purposes., Tt has been put in order during
the last two years and is now surrcunded with a high barbed wire fence. lio
civilians are admitted. The guard is strong: sailors , 1ights playing on the
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fence by night, but hitherto no bloodhounds. Everywhere there are WOP posts
efid notices that persons approaching forbidden areas will be shot without
warning. The Westerplatte Quay, however, is an nrdina.ry trade quay on one of
the cenals of the port.

Soviet Vesaels .

“The Soviets have no specisl bases at Gdansk but alnchor some vessels at
Westerplatte. The Soviet vessels are usually trawlers, mostly 30-50 m long
but sometimes only 15 m long. Occasionally a Soviét torpe&o or gunboat can

be observed, bn“b noe larger naval vessels. Sometimas there are gbout ten
Soviet. vessels, on 29 §eptenﬂm=r 53 there were none. The Iocal people have

no ides vhat these Soviet vessels do at Gdansk sa‘fme the official Soviet base
is at Szczecin. Possibly they check on the Poln.sh Navy, but people think

thet ftheir visits serve a psychological purpose. The Soviets want to intimate:
We are here. We are ready for action.'

Port Activity *
i

“The number of ships calling at the ports of Gdynie and Gdemsk has fallen off
gteeply in the last 18 months, Immediastely after World War II, while UNRRA
wag still in opera'tion, about 55-T0 vessles would be lying in Gdansk harbor
at once and seven or eight waiting in the roads to enter. In 19‘»1 and the
begiuning of 1952, at the Westerplatte Quey alone, at lesst m shing would be
enchored st once; oftén ships lined this quey in rows of tn = ihree., As
of September 1953 there were often no more than 10 ships in Lh\: whole harbor

of L"xdzaumskw

|

"We can glva no flgures for Gdynils harbor, bu‘t activity there appears as slack
es at Cdansk. Cdynia and Gdansk have been an economic entity since 19u5-k6,
Technically, however, the two ports are separate. FHach has its own facilities,
except for the largest crames, which are shared. Tn Gdynia all the quays are
now built of reinforced concre'l”e. In Gdsnsk old vwooden quays are still in use.
Some of the new gquays are of timber below water level ‘and concrete above.

“There ave four or five pilots /names unknown to sourc:es/ in the Qort of Gdansk
‘afid about the same mumber in Gdynia. Under the present regime these pllots
gre“picked for political rather than vocational qualifications. Thus , the most
- résponsible job in a port is entrusted to petty functionaries cosympathizers.
Accidents sre fregquent. A serious one occurred o'n 29 July 53:

Not far from Westerplatte the Wisla channel ha'% a sudden o
is the most desngerous spet for ships in Gdanuk ‘mrr*«:‘u:r‘.
ship passes this spot she has to whistle 1
_ ealled the 'Five Whistle Bend® (zakret &
tween the Kapitanat Portu ani fabrzeze (

b -

thet last

. guay is always called the Cosl Quay; the name Tgormiuz i only
officially -- just as the colliers are alwsys cs.ic 'weglowee ' althou
the regime calls them ‘rudoweglowce’,

On 29 July the rvhiaf pilot of Gdansk was piloting the laree ight
stearer s/s WARYNSKI (without a cargo) through the Zekvey §- Cwizdkow,
In the middle of the bend the forward tug veered too much to “he right

end too close to the guay. The pilot ordered the YaRYNSKI's front
anchor cast instead of commanding ‘stop' and ardering the rear tug to
revérse, The WARYNSKT bugped against the quey, her stem and yropeller
half rising out of the water, The rear tug ranmed into the WARYNSKI.
The WARYNSKI was badly demaged as was one of the tugs. The suthoritiés
considered the accident an act of sabotage. We heard that there were
_ several arrests apd a political as well as techpical mvestigat:on.
[ ources do not know who was arrested in addition to the pilot. 7
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8. "on 3 September 53 a storm tore the roofs off & row of sborehouses on the

Nebrzeze Wislane (Wisla Quay) in Gdansk. The storehouses had been rebullt
in 1952 and covered with completely new roofs. The work had teen done
according to government specifications -- with the usual saving in labor
end material. Instesd of having paid a little more for the roofs in 1952
the State will now have to fork out the price of entirely new replacements.

O, "The new building of the Kommandasntura of the Pollsh Navy: {Komenda Marynarki
Wojenne j) was finished in summer 1952. Tt is situated in Kosciuszko Sgquare,
not far from PIM (Panstwowy Instytut.Meteorologiczny, colloguially called
"Pimus')s All the construction work wag done-by labor battalions (vataljony
pracy); not:by units of the Sluzba Polsce. . o S

10, "The electrical department of the harbor sAministration "in Gdansk eonsists of
the folloiing men: chief electriclen for the port, deparimeat heads (Kierownik
Widzialu) section hesds (Kierownik Oddzialu), masters (Mistrz), brigede leaders

end regular journeymen electriclans. A journeymen electrician in the free
port, whose Job consists of repairing electric motors on ships, tugs and cranes
and operating and repairing transformers, earns about 1500 z1 per month (in-

. cluding 81l premiums znd overtime payments). ' g :

Security Regulations

11, "As wag reported in the press, a Swedish citizen Alian Binsr &= 0 ., Tirst
mete of m/s GUNNEL of Halslngborg, was arrested in Gdansk - 3 charged

with having hidden two Polish citizéns - a man and 5o wopcas - on- s shilp to
help them escape to Sweden. The two refugees were o overed hiiden in the
forecastle of the ship when she was searched by the frontier guard. De Jounge

T was invited sshore for an interrogaticn by the authorities end arrestied zs wn
accessory to the escape although he emphatically denied any knowledge of ihe
wonld-be refugees. His casé was up for-trial at the voievodship tribunal in
Gdansk on 12 November. This time he pleaded guilty amd was sentenced bo one
yezr ‘of prison, the mildest punishment for ‘his offence as the sppropriste low,
sccording. to the Swedish consul in Gdsnsk, Arhe Lellki, provides for up to five
years of Imprisconment.

12, "On 19 September we were working as usual in our offices at the Construction
Bureau of the Gdansk Shipyard {Stocznia Glanska). The windows overlook 0
qQuay where the Swedish m/s GUENEL was loading coal. At sboul 2 pm two &% ik
covered with tarpsulin drove on the quay, carcying about 50 WOF soldiers =i
a nupber of officers. This was pretty unusual and the whole nersovie’ o7 o
office collected at the windows to watch the proceedings. 5%
soldiers were posted on the quay so that nobody comii o 3 -
observed. An officer climbed on the brides -0 Uhe ¢
ations. Then st the order of the offi~
have been about 40 - marched on 3

s RS L
ST and owend
with a Polish

resppeared on deck after z Ieo d : cohent !
end drove with them in the twe trucks to the WOP g}r Leealguerts el

the harbour. Shorily thereafber a WOP officer came aocar with & oo
soldiers, bosrded the ship, and took off the first mate. In
vhole cavslcade cams btack: about 50 WOP soidiers, their ofli
rested couple, together with some film operators. 'The as "'
filmed. The couple hal to place themselves in the cage
an armed soldier stood behind the crane operator; the < ipic w
lowered into the hold of the ship. After all thls was over th
taking even the crane operstor with them,

ey

13. "The affair caused many speculations in Gdensk. There was, of course, ne doubt
that the crane cperator hed a part in the plot, for the refugees could not Have
got on the ship without his knowledge and help. Nobody knew whether the Swedish
officer was guiliy or not. Many people consi‘d‘.ered: the escaping couple rather
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suspect. The woman was the wife of & WOP officer in Cdansk. The identity of
the men was not known; he was supposed to be. her lover. Some people were quite
gure that the whole thing was a provocation, especially as the refugees ad-
mitted their guilt so guickly, denounced their accessories and counsented to
play their part in the filming. Others sald the escape could heve been genuine
and thet perhaps the fugitives hed admitted everything and played their part
in the film because they had been promised better treatment for cooperatlon.

ik, "Whatever the: facts, the escapea'tter_rrpf hed an epi-logue. On 23 September new
regulations were introduced for the gusrding end loeding of forelgn ships in
Polish ports: L - o : o

N 's;) “'Henéeforth every'fofeign ship is to be guarded not by two WOP
soldiers, as hitherto; buh three. 1If e crene is used in loading, .a WOP sentry
stends behing the crane operators . . e S

b)) The 20 WOP soldiers who search every 500~-600. Lo ship before she
leaves port (lerger ships are searched by correspondingly larger units) will
henceforth be provided not only with pistols but also with torches, long
.sharp irom rods and tear gas. , '

. ¢) In-losding ccal the cranes are not to lower their load ipto the hold
but to drop it high above the hatch so that the WOP guard may see plainly
_that no person is being dropped. ‘

15. YThet lsst regulation has its own history. At first coal was soaded in the
“ordirary fashion by lowering it into the hold. Then - possibly after escepes
on colliers - the authorities ordered it dropped high above the hatches. This
<caused foreign importers to protest, as the coal is broken-inteo small pieces
Yy such handling and is of a different,. inferior composition on srrival at its
-destination than when it was inspected on shore.. The Polish suthorities, who
-gre keen to sell thedir coal, had to sgree to loading by lowering the coal into
the hold. But they have now reverted to the old method. The provocation
theory may not be- so wrongj; Poles attempting to escape vie a crane and a.
_Swedish officer mixed up in the affair provide the regine with a strong argu-
ment if the coal importers should again protest against the loading methods.
Possibly this explains why the Swedish officer got so light a cenbence; hither-
4o the Polish courts have not been so lenient towards the Swedes.

16. "Dogs are no longer used in searching ships in Cdansk and Gdyniz. This nracticc
was- dropped in the early summer of 1952. Refugees have become too olc T
dogs: they pour gasoline on themselves and their closest traces oo o
.gelves with tobacco dust. Under such circumstances the Jops oo
and are useless. ’

nedr doent

“Private S&iling

17. "The Budowlane Sailing Club is abtached to the Szkola Tuiowy vkretow .o fdansh.
The . small club sailboats have the right Lo sall in the bay of Gdans:, the so-
called Zatoks. WOF clearance and a sailing permit {przepustka) ave necessi:y.
The sailors have theilr boats cleared et the WOP post near Kap;f%a}:zz:x,‘t: Portu in
the estuary.” .

- end -
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